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Contact:            Julianne Fisher, 202-224-1638 
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           Andi Fouberg, 202-228-5381

 9 / 20



Delegation Announces Animal ID Listening Session in Rapid City

           Betsy Hart, 202-226-8555
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Washington,            DC -- U.S.            Senators Tim Johnson (D-SD) and John Thune (R-SD) and Congresswoman            Stephanie Herseth Sandlin (D-SD) today announced that the United States            Department of Agriculture (USDA) will hold a listening session regarding            the proposed National Animal Identification System (NAIS) in Rapid City            on June 11th. Last month, the delegation asked Secretary of Agriculture            Tom Vilsack to hold a listening session in the state as the department            hears from affected stakeholders at meetings across the country. 
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“This            announcement from the USDA is good news for our family farmers and ranchers,            who will have the chance to speak directly with the department about            the National Animal Identification System. Animal disease mitigation            efforts like this have a real impact on our agricultural community.            I am pleased that South Dakota producers will be able to share their            concerns with the Obama Administration in Rapid City as this process            moves forward,” said Johnson. 
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“South            Dakota’s livestock producers have a direct stake in any voluntary National            Animal Identification System,” said Thune. “USDA needs the input of            producers in our state to ensure that our livestock continues to be            the safest in the world. As a member of the Senate Agriculture Committee,            I will continue to work with our producers and the USDA as the system            is finalized.”
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“I            am pleased Secretary Vilsack announced an animal ID System listening            session in South Dakota. This is a great opportunity for South Dakota            producers to share their views directly with USDA,” Rep. Herseth Sandlin            said. “The unique perspective and experience of our producers will be            an invaluable resource to the Secretary as the debate surrounding the            potential development of a National Animal ID System moves forward.”
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Although            the venue for the event is still being finalized, the listening session            will be held from 9a.m. to 4p.m. MT. 
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